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MNI POLITICAL RISK-European Leaders Welcome 

UK PM Sunak; Warn On NI Protocol 

By Tom Lake 

A number of European and EU leaders have offered early congratulations to new UK PM 

Rishi Sunak on his taking office but have sought to emphasise their view that the UK 

government must prioritise work on the Northern Ireland protocol in order to maintain 

stability.  

• European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen: "Congratulations to Rishi 

Sunak on your appointment as U.K. Prime Minister.  In these testing times for our 

continent, we count on a strong relationship with the U.K. to defend our common 

values, in full respect of our agreements." 

• French President Emmanuel Macron: “Congratulations to Rishi Sunak, who has 

become Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. Together we will continue working to 

tackle the challenges of the moment, including the war in Ukraine and its many 

consequences for Europe and the world.” 

• French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire: “The appointment of my friend Rishi Sunak 

as Prime Minister is excellent news for Franco-British relations. [He] has been an 

excellent partner of France in particular to advance the reform of international 

taxation.” 

• Irish Taoiseach (PM) Micheal Martin: "Our shared responsibility as joint stewards of 

the Good Friday Agreement, working together in partnership, is vital to support peace 

and prosperity in Northern Ireland, particularly now in the absence of a properly 

functioning Assembly and Executive.Building on work already underway, there is a 

real opportunity for the EU and UK to find jointly agreed solutions on the issues 

pertaining to the Protocol, and I urge Prime Minister Sunak to move quickly to 

substantive engagement with the EU on that basis." 

There will be significant market focus on how the Sunak government interacts with the EU in 

seeking a more conciliatory or combative stance.  

• Sunak is a long-term Brexiteer, having backed the Leave campaign as a junior MP in 

2016, compared to his predecessor Liz Truss, who was a more recent convert to the 

Brexit cause.  

• Major sign will be whether the government continues to push Northern Ireland 

Protocol bill through parliament. If this is withdrawn it would mark a major shift in UK 

stance, but risk Brexiteer and Northern Ireland unionist backlash. 

• However, in his first address to the nation, Sunak sought to emphasise the difficult 

economic situation the UK finds itself in. As such, more pragmatic options that 

reduce the risk of an economic confrontation with the EU – the UK’s largest trading 

partner by far – could be pursued, at least in the short-to-medium term.  
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